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Unit 6:  Discussion, Question One
Federal Trade Commission in Healthcare
Federal Trade Commission Act (FTCA) is government legislation that was established in the U.S in 1914 to oversee the Federal Trade Commission. FTCA is composed of legal tools used for protecting companies and customers against unfair, deceptive, and anti-competitive measures in the market place. FTCA can contribute hugely to healthcare by ensuring fair competition among healthcare facilities in addition to protecting patients against fraudulent business practices. 
Fair competition among healthcare facilities
The Healthcare industry requires the participants to compete freely and reasonably to ensure that operations are managed appropriately. According to Ward (2019), FTCA is a significant legislature in the health care industry since it aids in providing fair competition among healthcare facilities. Notably, it is through fair competition that the patients will have a clear view regarding the services and medications offered, and their differences as far as prices and quality are concerned. Ward (2019) further opines that FTCA is a vital tool for suppressing all the malpractices evidenced in the healthcare industry, including unhealthy competition, abuse of market positions, creation of monopolies and distortion of market places.        
Protecting patients against fraudulent business practices
It is the mandate of FTCA to protect patients against unfair, deceptive, and fraudulent practices. According to Ward (2019), FTCA is supposed to engage patients at a personal level while conducting surveys to obtain information regarding complaints. Any acquired claim will be used as evidence to question the involved healthcare facility. Ward (2019) further enlightens that patients receive educative services from FTCA about their rights in addition to methods regarding identity theft. 
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